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Title: Voter ID Laws: What do you think?
Lesson Author:
Michael Smith and Ben Spiers






Key Words: Democrat, Republican, Legislation, Voting, Elections, Voter Fraud, Voting Restrictions
Grade Level: 12th Grade VA and US Government Class


Time Allotted: 40 min
	Rationale/ Purpose (so what?)

Nature and scope of topic. Why is this significant to the mission of educating future citizens?



	Vote ID laws have been in the news a lot lately.  It is a topic that is very relevant to today and it is something that should interest students.  Voter ID laws affect voter participation and can certainly effect elections.  It is highly debated whether or not Voter ID laws restrict voting or protect the voting process from fraud.   


	Background/Context: How does this lesson fit into a unit of study?  Looking backwards, looking forwards

	This lesson could fit well in a unit on voting and/or elections.  It could also be a current event issue since Voter ID laws have been in the news lately. This lesson in particular has a level of flexibility in where it could fit in a unit. 


Key Concept(s) include definition:  Voter ID Laws- laws that several states have enacted that require an government photo ID like a driver’s license in order to vote, some Vote ID laws still allow a provisional ballot to be cast without a photo ID
	NCSS Standard(s)

SOL Information 

*As written in the Virginia SOL “Curriculum Framework” for the grade level

	NCSS Theme (s) with indicators: Civic Ideals and Practices
SOL* : GOVT 6g The student will demonstrate knowledge of local, state, and national elections by 

g) analyzing voter turnout.



contribute to decline in voting. 

	
	Essential Skills 

(minimum for SOL Resource Guide)

Create and interpret diagrams, tables, 

charts, and spreadsheet. (GOVT.1b) 

Analyze political cartoons, political 

advertisements, pictures, and other 

graphic media. (GOVT.1c) 

Identify a problem, weigh the expected 

costs and benefits and possible 

consequences of proposed solutions, 

and recommend solutions, using a 

decision-making model. (GOVT.1f)


Guiding Question(s): MUST BE SHARED WITH STUDENTS AT BEGINNING OF EACH LESSON- Visible in lesson procedure and materials.  
The day’s big question:  What are the effects of Voter ID laws and are they needed to prevent voter fraud, or do they restrict voting rights?   

Lesson Objective(s): clearly emerges from big question and rationale and standards and will align with your assessment in Procedure and Process
Obj. 1 Students will become aquatinted with a view of Voter ID Laws through reading an article on the subject.  
Obj. 2 Students will argue for the position taken on the laws in the article they read in a class debate.
Obj. 3 Students will express their own opinion on Voter ID Laws through answering the closing question.  
Assessment Tool(s) to be used- Everything above- goes to what you want them to know/understand do- So what assessments are you going to use to help you manage and monitor that they have got it-informal and formal—make one over-riding assessment connect to your closure. 
Assessment 1. Formative assessment of student’s prior knowledge about Voter ID laws through responses to opening question.   

Assessment 2. Formative assessment of student responses during the structured academic controversy and the closing question.   
	Materials:  Historical Source(s): List here and include copies in materials section below  
· None required for lesson
	
	Additional Materials/Resources: List here and include copies in materials section- textbooks etc page numbers, websites etc
· Board for writing opening and closing question on
· Several copies of both articles for and against Voter ID Laws

· Martin Knight article for voter ID laws on “Why Democrats Really Oppose Voter ID…” link: http://www.redstate.com/martin_a_knight/2013/08/17/why-democrats-oppose-voter-id/
· Voting Rights Institute article against Voting ID Laws on “The Real Cost Of Photo ID: An Unnecessary, Expensive, And Intrusive Voter Restriction In a Time of Fiscal Crisis” link: http://assets.democrats.org/pdfs/photoid/Dems-report-real_cost_of_voting_ID.pdf
 

	
	
	


Procedure/Process:
1) JUST DO IT!  The “Hook”: A high-interest activity that introduces new content with connections to students’ prior knowledge.  Between 1-5 minutes. You could also introduce the days guiding question- could help with assessment of student needs
the hook 

2) Instructional sequence:

	Obj #

See above.
	Processing Activity and Procedure –include directions, question frames, assignment details, to be given to students (these should all be made into explicit materials (e.g. see material A) Do you have opportunities for direct/guided instruction and independent practice/engagement when appropriate and time estimates

	Check for Evidence of Understanding

-Either Formal or Informal e.g. assessments- question frames, quiz, choice activities, discussion with frame and your THAT’s A WRAP. 

(Checks Essential Knowledge and Skills should be in line with assessment tools above)

	Just do it.
	5 min-Students upon entering the classroom will answer the opening question on the board “What do you know about Voter ID Laws?” We will then go over student responses, and we will very briefly mention what a Voter ID Law is.   
	Informal- see student’s prior knowledge about Voter ID Law’s through their responses to the opening question. 

	Transition:
	Tell students that we are going to do a structures academic controversy or debate on Voter ID Laws.  One side will argue for them, while the other side will argue against it.  Class will count 1,2 to determine what position they will have to argue during the debate. Ones will be handed the article that’s argues for the laws, while two’s will be handed the article that argues against the law (see page 4).   

	Objective  # 1
	10 min- Students will read the article they are going to have to argue for in the debate. 
	Informal- walk around the classroom to make sure students are reading the article 

	Transition:
	Divide the classroom by having ones go to one side of the classroom, while two’s will go to the other side of the classroom.

	Objective # 2


	20 min- A class debate will be held on the Voter ID law, as each side will go back and forth arguing their position.  Students can work together in the group.  Due to time constraints the structured academic controversy will end at this stage. 
	Informal- see what evidence and responses students come up with during the debate


3) Closure- THAT’S A WRAP that goes to opening question- and also in part to assessment tools –at least one key assessment tool. (Do you need a rubric)
5 min- Students will answer the closing question on the board, “Do you support Voter ID Laws or believe they unnecessarily restrict voting rights?  If time permits we will go over student answers, and we can formatively assess students through their responses to the question. This way students can express their personal opinions on the matter.    
Modifications/Accommodations for Diverse Learners:

Include reference and acknowledgement of IEP plans for specific students- that is easy. Additionally, highlight how you have designed materials/sequences that pay attention to pre-assessment evidence to address readiness, interest, and learning preference needs, including attention to student groupings, use of time and materials, variance in whole class and small group instruction, varied task complexity. Can you delineate key instructional strategies and scaffolds that are effective for responding to student needs? Do you provide rubrics to explain what good work looks like? Do you provide room for direct instruction/guided instruction (including read alouds and think alouds), independent practice. (Use Cruz and Thornton, and Tomlinson and McTighe).  

· IEP and other special needs students will be watched closely during the debate.  Each group will have students that IEP students can work with during the debate.   
Materials (one resource per page- so it becomes a teacher or student handout, or overhead directions or ppt presentation. Include photocopies if need be. Can you provide elements of choices in materials or enrichment or support/anchor materials for different students?.
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